
 

 

People Directorate 
 

Head Teacher:  T S Stevens 
Carrick Academy 
72-74 Kirkoswald Road 
Maybole 
Ayrshire 
KA19 8BP  
Tel:  01655 883003 or 01655 889432   
Email: carrick.mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk    
Date:   19 June 2020 
If phoning or calling ask for: Shona Stevens 

 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer  

 

RETURN TO SCHOOL AUGUST 2020  

 

I would like to thank you for your patience as we continue to plan for our return to school in August.   

 

South Ayrshire Council have allowed each secondary school to devise the model that best suits 

their learning community.  The return model for Carrick Academy is detailed below: 

 

 The school will be split into 2 groups – Teaching Group A and Teaching Group B.  Each 

group will attend school for one full week followed by one full week of learning at home. 

 There will be no formal ELOS period each morning; all pupils should go straight to their 

period one class. 

 Young people will follow their normal timetable. 

 Break and lunch will be at the normal times.  The school canteen will only be selling packed 

lunches initially; hot meals will not be available.  

 Classes have been arranged to enable 2m social distancing. 

 

Our model ensures that all children have 50% face to face learning with their class teachers and 

the full entitlement to the curriculum.  

 

Return to School: 

To support the transition back to school and to help with the induction process to the new systems 

and procedures, we will do a phased induction over the first 3 days as follows: 

 

 Wednesday 12 August – Only our new S1 pupils will attend Carrick Academy on this date. 

 Thursday 13 August – All Teaching Group A will attend school. 

 Friday 14 August – All Teaching Group B will attend school. 

 

The week beginning Monday 17 August – Teaching Group A will attend school for the full week. 

The week beginning Monday 23 August – Teaching Group B will attend school for the full week. 

Teaching Groups will then attend school alternate weeks until the situation returns to normal. 

 

Supporting Learning: 

On their return to school, all children will be provided with a school diary and a pencil case that will 

include pens, pencils, rubber, ruler, sharpener, highlighters and coloured pencils.  They will be 

expected to bring them with them each day to school to reduce the sharing of materials in class.  

New S1 pupils will also be given a Carrick Academy school tie and water bottle.  Jotters will be 

issued in each class and children will be expected to take these home and bring what they need 

for their timetabled classes each day. 

 

We expect our children to wear school uniform each day.  In PE, we are not able to provide 

changing facilities due to the pandemic. On days where children have PE on their timetable, they 



 

 

should wear tracksuit bottoms and a plain black or navy blue t-shirt.  The Parent Council are trying 

to secure funding to purchase a Carrick Academy PE t-shirt for every pupil in the school; if they are 

successful we will let you know. 

 

Health & Safety: 

In relation to health and safety, the school have carried out the appropriate risk assessments.  

Classrooms have been rearranged to enable learning with 2m social distancing.  I am aware that 

this advice may change in the weeks ahead.  We have put in place a one-way system for 

movement around the school building.  We will introduce cleaning protocols for each class so that 

children can sanitise their hands and their working space. 

 

We have increased the ‘day cleaning’ staffing and they will ensure that ‘touch surfaces’ in corridors 

and on doors are wiped down each period.  Toilets will be cleaned hourly. 

 

Respect for Others: 

We are a community school and it is everyone’s responsibility to ensure that we keep our 

environment clean and safe.  I would encourage you to remind your children to adhere to 2m social 

distancing while on the school campus and to take every opportunity to wash or sanitise their 

hands.  We all have a responsibility to respect others around us who may have underlying health 

conditions or who may be living with vulnerable people at home. 

 

Transport:  

A key challenge to the success of our proposed model is transport.  Recently, I sent a survey 

request to families in receipt of school transport and I was overwhelmed by the number of people 

who said they would be willing, if necessary, to help transport their child to school.  I understand 

that the proposed model may not make this possible for some families; however, any transport 

support would be greatly appreciated.  We will be in touch in early August to confirm transport 

arrangements and I thank everyone who is willing to help.   

 

Information in August: 

At the start of August, we will send a pack to you by post.  This will include your child’s timetable, 

the Teaching Group they are in along with weeks that they should attend school.  We will also 

provide paper copies of the one-way system, classroom cleaning protocols and any other 

information we feel may be essential to your child returning to school. 

 

Updates from Scottish Government: 

I am mindful that guidance and information provided by Scottish Government is frequently 

updated.  This means that by August we may find ourselves in a very different position.  Should 

any changes occur during the summer holiday period, I will update you. 

 

Finally, I would like thank you for your continued support during this most unusual time; especially 

with supporting your children in their learning at home, I know how difficult this has been.   

 

If you require any further information or clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

TS Stevens 

 

TS Stevens 

Head Teacher 

 

 


