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Introduction 

This brief eBook is meant to be a guide to how and why iPads are used in Carrick Academy. The 

information contained within has been gathered from pupil, teacher and parent feedback. There are 

two App wheels at the end which are intended to be a guide for the types of Apps used in school and 

the types of App available addressing a particular barrier to learning (reproduced by kind permission 

of CALL Scotland). 

If you have any thoughts or comments please let us know at the following email address: 

carrick.mail@south‐ayrshire.gov.uk 

 

 

 

Lindsay McBain 

PT Pupil Support 

Carrick Academy 

October 2014 

 



Adapted with thanks from 
http://www.ipadineducation.ianwilson.biz/iPad_in_Education/iPads_in_Schools.html  2 
 

Why use iPads for learning? 
  

1. It occupies a new space in technology, one which is still undefined to some extent, yet which is likely to be 

significant over time. The space is between the mobile space occupied by phones and iPods, and the 

portable space which is where laptops and netbooks live. The new position in between these established 

areas is one I am naming the ‘agile’ space - as the iPad largely does what the other devices offer yet also 

offers so much more. 

 

2. It will help to personalise learning - it is widely recognised the 1 to 30 one-way knowledge-transfer model 

is fast becoming redundant. As teachers and lecturers begin to create new ways of tackling this issue, the 

iPad could play a useful role in this transformation. 

 

3. The end of networks? - the iPad could be the beginning of the end of the dominance of managed networks 

in education. How much time is wasted not being able to ‘log in’? How often is the network ‘down’? The 

iPad could hold all the apps a learner needs for a day/week/month/term’s work.  

 

4. The iPad needs little if any maintenance and installing the software is simple, quick and easy - there is 

little need for any technical support. This is important because it puts the learner, teacher and school in 

control of their technology. 

 

5. It’s a blank canvas - the scope for apps written specifically for teaching and learning is huge. 

Educationalists can work with developers to create new and innovative software which reflect the learner’s 

needs and expectations in technology. Essentially the iPad is a tactile and engaging mobile device which 

could transform the way people learn. 

 

6. Instant-on & all-day battery - young people (rightly) expect devices to come to life at the press of a button. 

It’s possible to get on the net and find the information you require using an iPad before a laptop has finished 

running through its boot-up sequence. Using a device all through the school day without having to charge it 

up saves a huge amount of time for teachers and learners. There is nothing more frustrating and disruptive 

than having to find 10-15 laptop chargers halfway through a lesson! 

 

7. Auto-Save - the apps which run the iPad (and other iOS devices) signal the way forward when it comes to 

saving work learners produce and create. Saving files takes place automatically ‘behind the scenes’ 

constantly in the background, which means learners (and teachers) know their work is always safe. No 

more excuses like ‘I forgot to save my homework’ etc. anymore! 

 

8. Contextual Learning - the form factor, battery life and apps mean that the iPad can be an ‘anywhere 

anytime’ learning device. This makes it ideal for projects and learning which take place out of the 

classroom, in the schools grounds, on a day visit or residential stay. Couple the iPad with a MiFi and 

learners can be online at all times at every location. 

 

9. When all the potential functionality of the iPad is added up, its form factor, the iOS, the cameras, and the 

apps, it becomes clear that the iPad is a Personal Learning Studio. It can be a science lab, literacy tool, 

research station, history archive, language lab, art canvas, music studio, video editing suite, games console 

and library. 

 

10. For the first time we have a device, OS and software which is agile enough to meet the learning needs for 

any subject, any age and all abilities. The iPad has enabled people previously excluded from engaging with 

technology, to now use a device for the first time with innovative apps such as Airvox 
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Shortcuts for maths and science 

Using the free App ‘Special Characters’ you can easily set up the iPad to include shortcuts in your 

work with characters not contained in the IOs keyboard. 

Every school iPad is set up with the following shortcuts: 

 
Symbol      Phrase  Display symbol 
Square root     sqr      √  
Pi        pi         兀  

Multiply      xx        ×  
Divide       div       ÷ 

Add        add      ＋ 

Subtract      sub        － 
 
Indices      sm2       ²  

sm3       ³ 
sm4       ⁴ 

 
Fractions      1/2        ½     

1/3        ⅓ 
1/4        ¼ 

 
Degrees      deg        ° 

degc       
 

Greater than    gt        ＞ 

Less than      lt        ＜ 
Greater than or   gte      ≥ 
equal to 
Less than or     lte        ≤ 
equal to 
Not equal to     ne      ≠ 
Lambda      la      λ 
Omega      ohm      Ω 

    
 

Plus all others available 

Up to 9 
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https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/speak-it!-text-to-speech/id308629295?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/notebooks-7/id780438662?mt=8
https://www.apple.com/uk/support/ios/other/
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/comic-life-3/id891378056?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/spelling-notebook-free/id461225509?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/star/id632254791?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/numbers/id361304891?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/special-characters-free/id530364827?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/calculator-for-ipad-free/id398129933?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/math-ref-free/id312756358?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/k12-periodic-table-elements/id480742053?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/dropbox/id327630330?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/pdf-expert-5-fill-forms-annotate/id743974925?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/quizlet-flashcards-study-tools/id546473125?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/onedrive-formerly-skydrive/id477537958?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/keynote/id361285480?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/puffin-web-browser-free/id472937654?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/edmodo/id378352300?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/ubersense-coach-slow-motion/id470428362?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/downloads-lite-for-ipad-download/id383846063?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/voice-record-pro/id546983235?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/free-flashcards-flashboard/id431910923?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/sticky-beautiful-notebooks/id364899302?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/simplemind+-mind-mapping/id305727658?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/flashcards+/id408490162?mt=8
http://support.apple.com/kb/HT4992
http://support.apple.com/kb/HT5429
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/ibooks/id364709193?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/dictionary.com-dictionary/id364740856?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/kindle/id302584613?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/sqa-my-study-plan/id419308081?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/collins-french-dictionary/id312656152?mt=8
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Dyslexia Detector   What is Dyslexia?   iCept  
  
Dyslexia Indicator apps don’t fit into the 
‘wheel’, but are definitely worth knowing 
about. These apps (particularly Dyslexia 
Detector and ‘What is Dyslexia?’ do not 
provide formal screening tests, but give an 
indication that a learner MAY have dyslexia 
and that this should be investigated 
further.
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Many iPad apps are available to support learners with reading and writing difficulties. This ‘Wheel of Apps’ 
is not comprehensive, but attempts to identify relevant apps and to categorise them according to some of 
the difficulties faced by people with dyslexia.
Note that some apps address a range of difficulties. In order to save space, we have decided not to place 
individual apps into multiple categories, but have placed them according to a single category that is 
particularly relevant to the app.
There will be a far more comprehensive guide to apps for dyslexia and how to use them in a forthcoming 
book from CALL Scotland. This will be available as a printed book and as a free download early in the New 
Year from: http://www.callscotland.org.uk/Resources/Books/
This ‘Wheel of apps’ for dyslexia is inspired by previous visual app representations:

The Padagogy Wheel•	  - Allan Carrington
Mobile Learning with Bloom’s Taxanomy & the Padagogy Wheel•	  - Cherie Pickering & Amanda Pickering
Apps for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders•	  - Mark Coppin.

These representations are available from various web sites, but can all be downloaded from:  
http://apps4stages.wikispaces.com/AppWheels.

Version 1.0, November 2013 CALL Scotland, The University of Edinburgh.
CALL Scotland is part funded by Scottish Government.

An electronic version of this chart can be downloaded from: 
http://bit.ly/1gqOszG
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itunes.apple.com/gb/app/adobe-reader/id469337564
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/adobe-reader/id469337564
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/blio/id409370678?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/camscanner-free/id388627783?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/circus-ponies-notebook/id405636065?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/circus-ponies-notebook/id405636065?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/claropdf-accessible-pro-pdf/id633997623?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/clicker-sentences/id575603433?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/clicker-sentences/id575603433?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/clicker-docs/id575608215?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/clicker-docs/id575608215?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/cloudon/id474025452
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/co-writer/id674099732?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/dragon-dictation/id341446764
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/dragon-dictation/id341446764
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/voice-dream-reader-text-to/id496177674
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/voice-dream-reader-text-to/id496177674
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/evernote/id281796108?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/forgetful/id408405817?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/iannotate-pdf/id363998953
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/ibooks/id364709193?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/idea-sketch/id367246522?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/idea-sketch/id367246522?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/inspiration-maps/id510173686?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/intowords/id593475776
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/intowords/id593475776
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/ireadwrite/id600829238?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/itakenotes-meeting-notes-reports/id567645467?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/kindle/id302584613
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/mindmapper/id557418444?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/mindmapper/id557418444?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/myscript-memo/id446368116?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/myscript-memo/id446368116?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/navidys-browser-optimised/id631650011?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/notability/id360593530?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/popplet/id374151636?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/outline-pro-for-ipad/id506445157?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/outline-pro-for-ipad/id506445157?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/pages/id361309726
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/paperport-notes/id476134017?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/paperport-notes/id476134017?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/pdf-expert-fill-forms-annotate/id393316844?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/pdf-expert-fill-forms-annotate/id393316844?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/pinterest/id429047995
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/prizmo-scanning-ocr-speech/id366791896?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/remember-the-milk/id293561396?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/remember-the-milk/id293561396?mt=8
http://support.apple.com/kb/HT4970
www.apple.com/uk/safari
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/scoop.it/id487321972
www.apple.com/uk/ios/siri
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/speak-it!-text-to-speech/id308629295
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/speak-it!-text-to-speech/id308629295
www.apple.com/uk/accessibility/ios/
www.apple.com/uk/accessibility/ios/
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/textgrabber-+-translator/id438475005?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/textgrabber-+-translator/id438475005?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/vbookz-pdf-voice-reader/id489447533?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/vbookz-pdf-voice-reader/id489447533?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/web-reader-text-to-speech/id320808874?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/web-reader-text-to-speech/id320808874?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/writepad-for-ipad/id363618389?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/clicker-books/id645936237?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/clicker-books/id645936237?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/abc-pocketphonics-letter-sounds/id299342927?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/abc-pocketphonics-letter-sounds/id299342927?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/abc-joined-up/id417997548?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/writing-wizard-kids-learn/id631446426
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/writing-wizard-kids-learn/id631446426
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/side-by-side-dropbox-support/id386528623?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/side-by-side-dropbox-support/id386528623?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/flashcards+/id408490162?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/brain-school-training-games/id525176256?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/brain-school-training-games/id525176256?mt=8
http://www.callscotland.org.uk/Home/
www.ed.ac.uk/home
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/bitsboard-education-games/id516842210?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/our-story-for-ipad/id681769838?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/our-story-for-ipad/id681769838?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/story-creator-pro-make-stories/id615210227?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/story-creator-pro-make-stories/id615210227?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/book-creator-for-ipad/id442378070
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/book-creator-for-ipad/id442378070
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/iwordq-us/id557929840?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/me-books/id534499518
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/dyslexia-detector/id426321204
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/what-is-dyslexia/id418150626?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/icept-testing/id556714421?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/first-words-deluxe/id337462979?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/first-words-deluxe/id337462979?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/word-magic/id293630633?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/abc-reading-magic-1-short/id416896853?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/abc-reading-magic-1-short/id416896853?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/abc-reading-magic-1-short/id416896853?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/phonics-genius/id461659980?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/phonics-genius/id461659980?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/three-pandas-animated-storybook/id432778286?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/three-pandas-animated-storybook/id432778286?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/toy-story-read-along/id364376920
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/toy-story-read-along/id364376920
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/comic-life/id432537882
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/comic-life/id432537882
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/sentence-maker-free/id518347992?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/sentence-maker-free/id518347992?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/sentence-builder/id344378741?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/sentence-builder/id344378741?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/abilipad/id435865000
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/audionote-notepad-voice-recorder/id369820957?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/soundnote/id364789577
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/vlingo-voice-app/id297214191?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/talkcalc-talking-calculator/id467013200?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/talking-calculator/id424464284?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/talking-calculator/id424464284?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/talking-scientific-calculator/id411433609?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/talking-scientific-calculator/id411433609?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/talking-scientific-calculator/id411433609?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/panther-math-paper/id547090551?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/mathboard/id373909837?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/magicalpad-hd/id463731782
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/magicalpad-hd/id463731782
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/my-secret-diary/id382008409?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/my-secret-diary/id382008409?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/myscript-calculator/id578979413
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/myscript-calculator/id578979413
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/lumosity-mobile/id577232024
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/memoryworkout/id506299504?mt=8
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/simplemind+-mind-mapping/id305727658
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/hairy-letters/id410276288
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/hairy-letters/id410276288
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/mathpad/id435087400?mt=8
/itunes.apple.com/gb/app/appwriter-english/id512474895
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